
Egyptian Gods (Top 8) 
 
The ancient Egyptians were polytheistic, meaning they believed in MANY gods (monotheistic is 
the belief in ONE god). We know that there were at least 750 gods worshipped, and possibly as 
many as 2000. Some gods were worshipped throughout Egypt, while others were worshipped in 
certain cities. 
 
Many gods were thought to have human bodies and animal heads. Egyptian gods had many 
human characteristics: they loved, married, had children, got angry, etc. The animals that were 
associated with each god were treated with great respect in Egypt. 
 

 
Ra/Re/Amun-Ra (sun god) 
 
Ra is the #1 god in ancient Egypt who was believed to be the creator and the 
supreme ruler. He is usually shown with a falcon head and a sun. He sails his 
Boat of a Million Years across the sky every day carrying the sun. At night 
Thoth (the moon god and god of wisdom, science and writing) takes over 
ruling the earth while Ra travels to Duat (the Underworld), where a huge 
serpent tries to defeat him every night to prevent him from returning to earth. 
When the sun rises in the morning it is evidence that Ra once again conquered. 
 
 
Osiris (god of the underworld) 
 
Osiris is the king of Egypt who taught the people to farm. He was killed by his 
brother, Set, and brought back to life by his wife/sister, Isis, and Thoth. 
However, he could not rule on earth again and was instead sent to rule Duat 
(the Underworld). He represents immortality because he is the king of the  
Underworld and judges the dead in the Weighing of the Heart ceremony. He is 
usually shown as a mummy with a crook and flail. 
 
  
 
Isis (goddess of magic and healing) 
 
Isis is the wife/sister of Osiris. After Set killed Osiris Isis searched for her 
husband and brought him back to life with Thoth’s help. Her crown is usually 
shaped like a throne because she was the queen. 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 



 
Horus (rules as pharaoh) 
 
Horus is the son of Osiris and Isis. After Set killed Osiris, Horus fought and 
defeated Set. During the battle Horus lost his eye, which was healed by Isis. 
This new and improved eye became known as the Eye of Horus, which 
represents healing and protection. Each time a new pharaoh took the throne he 
had to go through a ceremony where Horus came to indwell him. Horus is 
usually shown with a falcon head and the double-crown of united Egypt. It is 
Horus’ responsibility to lead the dead person through Duat (the Underworld) 
to the Weighing of the Heart Ceremony. 
 
  
Anubis (god of mummification) 
 
Anubis is represented with the head of a jackal, probably because jackals 
were often seen eating the dead bodies that they had dug out of the ground. 
He is in charge of the mummification process. While mummifying a body one 
of the priests would usually wear an Anubis mask. 
 
  
 
 

 
Thoth (moon god, god of wisdom, science, and writing) 
 
Thoth is usually shown with the head of an ibis bird. As the god of writing, he 
is in charge of writing down the outcome of the Weighing of the Heart 
Ceremony when someone dies. As the moon god, he rules over the world at 
night when Ra is in Duat (the Underworld). Isis called on Thoth and, as the 
god of science, he was able to bring Osiris back to life. Thoth is married to 
Ma’at. 
 
  
 
Ma’at (goddess of law, order, and truth) 
 
Ma’at is the wife of Thoth and the goddess of law, order, and truth. She is 
shown with an ostrich feather on top of her head, which is weighed against a 
dead person’s heart during the Weighing of the Heart Ceremony. The ancient 
Egyptians believed that there needed to be strict order (ma’at) in their daily 
lives otherwise the world would be filled with destruction and chaos. They 
also believed that if they followed ma’at their hearts would be pure and light, 
able to pass the Weighing of the Heart Ceremony when they died. 
 
Set/Seth (god of chaos, destruction, violence, and storms) 
 
Set was the evil brother of Osiris who created a plan to kill his brother and 
steal the throne of Egypt. He is the god of the desert, chaos, destruction, 
violence, and storms. His head is an unidentified animal. 

 

 

 

 

 


